CHAPTER X
LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION

REVENUE HISTORY

Berore British rule was established, the whole of the district,
as now constituted, with the exception of thanas Raipur and
Khatra and of the western portion of the Bankurd thana now
included in the Chhatna outpost, was comprised within the
territory of the Raja of Bishnupur, the decendant of a long line
of independent or tributary chiefs. On the cession of Bankurg,
the Rdja was reduced to the position of an ordinary land-holder.
In 1788 a setilement of his estate was made with the then
Réja Chaitanya Singh, the land revenue payable being fixed at
Rs.3,86,708: a copy of the kabuliyat signed by Mr. (afterwards
Sir) Arthur Hesilrige, dated Indas, the 4th August, 1788, is still
preserved in the Collectorate of Binkurd with an ekrdmama
signed in the Nigrd character by the Raja. At the decennial
settlement Chaitanya Singh engaged to pay 4 lakhs of rupees
annually as land revenue; but this sum he was unable to pay,
for his estate was impoverished by the famine of 1770, by
the lawless state of the country, which had for many years
past been overrun by banditti, and by costly litigation with a
rival claimant. The result was that, soon after executing the
agreement, the R3ja failed to meet his engagements; and in
default of payment of revenue, the Bishnupur pargana was split
up into smaller estates, which were either sold or settled under

S€parate engagements with the subordinate talukdirs already in
possession.

In this way 12 separatc estates were formed, viz., in 1791,
Barahazari now included in the Gangdjalghiti thana, Karisunda
in Indds and Kotalpur, Barsiali and Hutbalsi in Indas, Baytal,
Hutdesra and Kotalpur in Kotalpur, and Paruli3 in Sonamukht;
in 1798, Jamtdrd in Ond3 and the estate known as the Jungle
Mahal; and in 1800 Kuchiakol and Panchil in the Bishnupur
thana. The following portions of estates were also separated
and settled with (alukdirs in L1791, viz., Maliard in the

Bt
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djalghdti thana, and Shiharjora and Kismat Shaharjord in
g::j%?;]%mh:clmg these estates the Jungle Mahal cz_llls for spccnaé
mention. Large portions of the old estate of B'lshnu?ur v;/]:cgh
under jungle and the timber, firewood, honey, wax, et’(l:ﬁ wrilght
they yiclded, formed a valuable source of revengﬁ. o eRﬁ.a
of collecting these jungle products was farmed out y1 i/[ hJa]’
and the revenue he obtained thereby was called lhc Jungde ahcr;
and had nothing to do with arable land. But afterwar lé,]\:[v’ e
it was formed into a separate estate, the name of Ju(rjlg‘c aerc
was given to thc whole area from which junglcj, pr_o’ u(.(;s whi]e
collected, some part of which was cleared ind cultivated, w
the rest remained covered by jungle.

Even after these portions of the estate had becrzl detachue:
and sold, the R3ja was unable to pay the asisessc ’.re_v(;:n as.
Consequently the portion of his ‘zslatc WF%%hésit:lsl;‘elrir;?:;ﬁO;vof

ut up to auction in August 806 in s .
Z:reer::rusalcl))l: lre)lnd rpevenue. At that time, no md§V1du’a11) ‘woulg 3112
above Rs.1,50,000 and Government accordingly . cc;lmgame
purchaser for that sum. On the 12th November 1(;1 1 ch me
year it was again put up for sale by Govcmm_em, an ‘purc. aen
for Rs.2,15,000 by the Mahirijd of Burdwin, whose property
it still is. | y

Though the revenue-paying property had' thus be'en. dlsp?srn
of, the Rij family retained some propertics co§151st1rll)g ORg'a
bzi,buén lands, which had been granted Fent—frce (7y) 1 (gls
Chaitanya Singh or his predccessors to rel'allons, ar\ld Td Z;rtl)le
granted rent-free for the maintenance of idols. A consxA cr ol
area had been assigned for the latter purpose,.and %vécn tz}l]ese
the estate of Bishnupur had becn'sold of;fim .18 \ ose
assignments held good, the Raj farm?y remaining in possi:;s;c(l
as sebaits. Altogether 168 idols are, it1s rcpprtcd, sttll mzul?/I ne
on the estate, among which may be.mentloncd .Madan g {m;
Ridha Syam, Ananta Deva and Mrinmay1 at Blshnugj:u’r, )s/‘va
Chind at Radhamohanpur, Gokul Chand at on_ulnagé;, (Ila
at Ekteswar, Ramkrishnaji at Sabrdkon, and Bnr}daban - ar}\1 {d
at Birsinghd. As regards the babuan Iz_lp_ds, ie, lan sB] et
rent-frec by rclations of the Bishnupur R:'ijas, Sir C;hages cmul?e;
who was appointed Commissionef of B1§h{1upur 1fxb 1C‘Ch e

1801 and held charge of the office unn.l.it‘ was abolis tcf.ree

1805, proposcd the resumption by the Raj tamily of rent-tr
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lands in the parganain April 1803. This proposal was sanctioned,
and the babudnlands were resumed on behalf of the Raja. There
are still a number of revenue-free estate standing in the name
of members of the family, besides a few small revenue-paying
estates, which were originally revenue-free propertics, but were
subsequently resumed as invalid lakhirdj holdings and scttled
with the Raja.

PARGANAS

The above account will show the manner in which pargana
Bishnupur was disposed of; and it will be sufficient to add
that the Chhatnd outpost, coinciding with pargana Chhatna, and

Pargana Area in Thana or outpost
acres
Ambikanagar ... 97.017 Khatra.
Bankurd, Onda,
Gangajalghati,
Barahazari ... 168,265 Bishnupur, Sonamukhr,
‘ Kotalpur and Indas.
Bhalaidiha ... 26,266 Simlapal.
Bankurd, Onda,
Gangdjalghati,
Bishnupur ... 674,421 Bishnupur, Sonamukhr,
Kotalpur and Indas.
Chhitna 167,721 Binkura.
Mahisward ... 132,723}
Maliara 3,477) | Ganggjalghati.
Phulkusma ... 16,568}
Raipur 86,896 Raipur.
Shaharjora ... 20,834 Gangdjalghati.
Simlapal 50,158 Simlapal.
Supur 122,599 Khatra.
Sydmsundarpur 30,028 Raipur.

the thanas of Raipur and Khatrg, comprising parganas
Ambikdnagar, Bhalaidihd, Phulkusmi, Raipur, Simlapalt,
Syamsundarpur and Supur were subscquently reccived on
transfer from the Manbhim district. Besides thesc parganas,
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there is another pargana called Mahisward, which lies within
the geographical limits of this district, but is borne on the revenue
roll of Manbhim. The statement in the margin shows [ the table
at p. 144.Ed. ] the different parganas, their arca, and the thanas
or outposts within which they are situated.

GHATWALI LANDS

The most important event in the ‘subsequent revenue history
of the district has been the scttlement of thef .lands held b}/
ghatwals. The ghatwals appear to have bcer} orlg}nu_lly a quasi-
military body of men employed by the Rﬁjfis ol BlshnuE)ur to
defend the country against the incursions of the Mar.m}.]as an.d
other invaders, and generally to maintain peace within t‘hClI'
porders. As regards the ghats for which they were responsible,

| it may be explained that, though the word itsell denotes a pass

of some kind, their duties were not confined to the protection
of passes through the hills. Some ghats, itis true, were hill-passes
in the strict sense of the term, but others merely embraced

. a section of an ordinary road, and others again nothing but

areas of open country, which might contain onc or more villagcs
and might not be traversed by any road at z}ll. In return for
their services the ghatwals had assignments ol land granted to
them subject to the payment of a quit-rer}l called panchak, and
such assignments constituted the ghatwali tenures.

These tenures were of three kinds, viz., (1) sarkarf panchaki,
i.c., those in which the panchak or quit-rent was realized .by
Government direct, (2) zamindari panchaki, or those in which
the quit-rents werc amalgamated with the land revenuc of a
parent estate and realized through the zamTr}durs, gnd (3)
be-panchaki, or those in which no quit-rent of any kind was
realized. The tenures of the third class call for no explanation,
but an account of the origin of the first two classes may .bc
given. The zaminddri panchakT lands consisted of lands forming
portions of the old Bishnupur estate sold for arrcars of revenue
between 1791 and 1802, for which the panchak or quit-rent
was paid to Government through the zamindar. The sarkarf
panchak lands consisted of ghdtwali tenures bclong}ng_ to 4_3
ghatsand comprised the greater portion of the thanas of Bunku_rg_,
Onda and Bishnupur. At the close of the 13th century, lh? Rz_lja
of Bishnupur {ound that he had no control over the ghatwals,
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who refused to pay the panchak due from them., He, therefore,
agreed to make over these ghdts to Government, on condition
that he was given an abatement of revenue cqual to the amount
of panchak payable to him by the gharwals. This arrangement
was made by Sir Charles Blunt, Commissioner of Bishnupur,
in 1802; and it was agreed that if Government should cver
dispense with the services of the ghatwals, the lands should
be re-annexed to the zamindari (e, of Bishnupur or the
zamindari to which they then appertained or in the ambit of
which they were included when that zamindari was settled).
By the salc of the Bishnupur estate in 1806 the Mahidrija of
Burdwan succeeded to the rights of the Rdja of Bishnupur, but
the lands have continued to be known as sarkarf panchakf, as

the panchak or quit-rent has been realized by Government since
1802.

The original area of the lands held by ghatwils between 1791
and 1802 is not known, and the first information we have is
regarding the sarkari panchaki lands scparated in [802, which,
according to Sir Charles Blunt, had an arca of 35,282 bhighas
and half a mauza. This area, however, was not ascertained by
measurement, but was based on the assertions of the ghatwals
themselves. From 1805 yearly lists of the ghatwali lands called
ism-navisi or mathwari were compiled from the statements of
the ghatwals, but no reliance can be placed on those lists; and
it is not till the revenue survey of 1854-56 that we have any
clear record of the area in the possession of ghdtwals. According
to this survey, the area of the sarkam panchakf lands held by
ghatwals was 136,536 bighas, of the zamindaiT panchakrt lands
130,358 bighas, and of the be-panchakt lands 2,971 bighas,
making a total of 269,865 bighas of ghatwali lands belonging
to the old Bishnupur estate. Subsequently a survey {made between
1879 and 1887) was undertaken to determine preciscly the area
of the ghatwali land; and it is reported that they comprise
altogether 520,000 bighas (i.e.. about 170,000 acres), sarkars
panchakf and be-panchakrlands accounting for 170,000 bighas
and zamindari panchakf lands for 350.000 bighas. The number
of sarkarl panchaki ghats is 43, of be-panchakt ghats 9, and
of zamindari panchakf ghats 218, making a total of 270; and
the panchak rcalized was Rs. 10,800, viz., Rs.5,000 for the

sarkari panchakrlands and Rs. 5,800 for the zamindiri panchaki
lands.
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Nominally, the ghdtwals constituted_ a Pody of ruraldpg(lles,
who bore the generic name 'of ghatwal but w:zreh)w;] .Td’
according to their special functions or to lhu-: tcnurts lda..ny_ e (i
into several classes, such as sardzir‘ ghatwal, sadial, 1,_iardanf
tgbedar. The responsibility of keeping the rogds open ];1?[ ;15
protecting travellers from rgbbery rested with tg? ghg wan
generally ; but the man at their head was callefl sar ar,hl e r(?'g]
nex! in rank and immediately su_bordmale to hnm was thel‘sz:l 13l
while the tabeddrs were immediately subordinate to the latter.

The duty of the sardar was to collp:cl 1)anch?k or qun-re?(;
from the sadials and tabedar ghatwils to pay the sa(r]neUle
Government or to the zamindar, as th_c case mlght be, to e[')ds
ghatwals for keeping watch and vgard. in the villages o; on rz(:he;
to assist police officers in invcsllganop_s, and to ‘p;:lr, 0@ other
police duties, when necessary. The sadiils had-l.o collect pa:\ c\md
from the tabedarsto pay the same to l'he sardar, an‘d to ;up’u ;re
the work of the ghatwals. In somc m'slzmccs,. leb(‘), l cd) »\l/OLn
deputed for watch and ward dutics in lh_e vxllagcskfm ‘:vlmdg]
the roads. The duty of the lél?cdér ghatwal was tAo ecp ueh
over a ghat, i.c., gencrally a Ylllage or a group of 't\ivo ocr 1Uier
villages, as well as ccrtainporhops of road. Hc wasba, slohr) q e
to give information of any offence cogn!zable )d,-hhp o
committed within his ghdt and to report bll‘th. and ca(lj% i
which purpose he had to attend the police station perio ch.l Y.

In pargamas Mahisward, Supur, Axnbl_kfi.nz.lgf_lr,h Rm\[;L;]ro
Phulkusma, Sydmsundarpur, Simlapdl and Bhaluldllh%,.% ostl ho
performed the dutics of sardars werce called d:gaz‘.s, dl(]\ h»;
digdrs of the last scven parganas cxcrc.‘lscd_lhc powers c? ‘(T'Ld ‘
constables, when those parganas were in Manbham. In [i()l.‘,‘(‘j)?a‘b
Mahisward and Chhitnd again there was a class cgllcd :Jag‘n zirs
who in the former pargana performed the duties of sardars,
and in the latter the duties of ghatwals.

The dutics of the ghatwals, as a body, dil‘fcrlcd f'rom ﬂ.\c})‘s'e
of the village chaukidars, in that they were exercised not “\/(l; 1;“
the village as such, but within an arca_roughly dctcxfmnzgf {
immemorial custom and known as a gl_mt. The bulk of the (})\rc;
may be described as rural patrols workmg on s_lat.ed .b‘eats, VY][-K»
did not nccessarily coincide with any lu_lc of dlslnct_or \fl.dg’C
road. A few did useful work in preventing or reporting c,‘rn}rlxc,’
and more rarcly, in assisting in its detection, but as a rule they

e TR
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neglected their duties. The System was, in fact, an anachronism,
the circumstances which led to the creation of the service having
long since ceased 10 exist. The ghatwals werc practically uscless
for police purposes, and with no definite duties to perform,
they became in time perpetrators or abettors of crime. As late
as 1873 the Magistrate of Bankura reported that, “‘they have
or have had the reputation of concocting robberies, dacoitics
and the like”. This was no new feature, for we find Sir Charles
Blunt reporting in 1802 that ““instcad of protecting the pargana
from the depredations of others, they have readily seized every
opportunity of joining the invaders, and many of them are by
profession dacoits’’.

Eventually, in 1876 a Bill was introduced in the Bengal Council
with a statement of objects and reasons to the effect that—*“The
ghatwals are doing as little policc work as they like, and that
little as inefficiently as they choose, and are disputing the
authority of the Magistrate to make them do anything, while
the Magistrate himnself has doubt as to what his lawful authority
is. The expediency of legislation is therefore manifest’””. The
bill, which was passed in April 1877, recognized the hereditary
title of gharwals whose familics had been in possession since
the Permanent Settlement. The heir of an hereditary ghatwal
could only be passed over on certain definite grounds of unfitness
and with the sanction of the Local Government. The duties of
ghatwals were laid down, and penaltics for their neglect were
prescribed. Alienation of ghatwalf lands was forbidden; leases
were not to be binding on a ghatwali successor; and no civil
court was to entertain a suit by a dismissed ghatwial for the
possession of service lands. The Viceroy and Governor-General,
however, withheld his assent from the Bill, on the ground that
the local legislature could not oust the jurisdiction of the civil
court, and also because of various inconsistencics and defects
in the wording of the Bill.

It was then determined to have a survey of all the gharwali
lands and a record of the rights of the ghatwals in order to
separate the lands held on a varicty of other titles or no title
at all; to ascertain what lands were really ghatwali by whom
they were held and on what terms of scrvice, elc., so that dispute
might be at an end and proper scrvice demanded in return for
the holdings. The work was commenced in 1879, but at the
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end of 1884 it was found that the survey had cost an <:nm;m‘(')u'sl
sum of money, and produced nothing bul_g long hs_t of civi
suits, in which Government was bound to fail. Mr. Risley, cs
(now Sir H. H. Risley, K.C.LE.) was then deputc'd to compromise
the suits and bring the survey to a close as quickly as possnble,
both of which objects he effected. The'l‘otal number of temgr(;:;
demarcated as ghatwali was 6,011, with an area of 15‘5t
acres or 2,430 square miles, and the cost of the procepglré%sf
amounted to Rs. 63,380. The survey was completed in 1&18' ]: d,
and on its basis an amicable settlement of the ghatwflh ands
was undertaken in November 1894. These proceedings are
approaching completion. , o

In all cases in which settlement has bc;n effcgtcd, the gham]/)alz
concerned have been released from police duties. The panchq
has been abolished, and they pay the rent us§cssed ftzr l.l'elr
land. The assessments have been madc acc.ordmfg to prc:/z:l 1_111g
rates as regards lands in the direct occupation ol' lhg (g"hatlva7ss,
but as regards lands held by them lh‘rough their lcnd’nts},) |
per cent of the rent realized by them {rom the latter ha‘s‘ ccr}
accepted as the assessment. A concession of 25 pe'r_ Lb.—r}t, 0
the total assessment has been allowed to tl.u: .ghdl\va ~5 (;n
consideration of the fact that they have been enjoying thc? Ia? ts
from generation to generation on payment of a_smal'l qu(njtr;nd
The remaining 75 per cent of the asscs:s‘mc_:nt is being divi ﬁct
equally between Government aqd the zaminddrs, the Governmen
demand being fixcd in perpetuity.

This amicable settlement has been made possible by the
peculiar nature of the tenures. Up to thc present thc‘rc ha;e
been three parties supposed to be beneficiaries in the land, t j
State, the zaminddr and the ghatwal. The State hus.consentc
to the settlement, as hithérto there has been but h-lt-le r.ctur'n
for the heavy expenditure incurred on surveys and lmgatxfm_'m
connection with these tenures, and bf:causc. the peculiar
distribution of the service land rendered ~il 1mpo.ssﬂ‘)le to arrange
for adequate service, e.g., one part of the fhsmcl had mo'ie
ghatwdls than could be employed on any useful purposc, wl.nzz1
another part had not enough for the necessary walgh and war
on the roads. The zaminddrs again received nothing bu_l ltzc
quit-rent from the ghdtwals, whereas in the case_of the zamm@au
panchakT lands the lands are now bceing made integral portions
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of the estates in which they are situated, the rental assessed
being paid to the landlords, who again pay Government the
revenue agreed upon for the ghats minus the panchak formerly

received by them and included in the revenue damand. As regards
the ghdtwals, as the sardars grew richer, they tended more and
more to pose as land-holders, and the obligation of personal
service, frequently involving the payment of blackmail to escape
bullying by the regular police, became extremely distasteful to
them. The tabeddrs, on the other hand were constantly in trouble
between the needs of their cultivation and the requiremnents of
the thana in the matter of patrol. Besides this, the abolition
of the system has been acquiesced in by the ghatwals as relieving
them from the risk of forfeiting their tenures by dismissal for
disobeying orders. Such cases had occurred, and when an outsider
was appointed to succeed to a vacancy crealed by dismissal,
the family lost its land for good.

ESTATES

According to a return for the year 1887-88 the number of estates
borne on the revenue roll was 91 0, with a current revenue demand
of Rs. 4,58,000. The total number of estates in 1907 was 1,143
and the land revenue demand was Rs. 4,83,000, representing
an increase of 26 per cent in the number of estates and of
6 per cent in the demand during 20 ycars. Of these estates,
1,071 with a demand of Rs. 4,81 ,000 arc permancntly settled,
including a certain number added recently by the resumption
and settlement of ghatwali lands. The remaining estates are
mainly estates which were former] y held revenue-free (lakhiraj),
but were aiterwards resumed by Government and assessed. Midst
of these were at first setiled temporarily, but this error was
rectified in January 1866, when the Board of Revenue directed
that all settlements of resumed lakhiraj mahalsshould be revised,
and settlements effected with the proprictors in perpctuity.
Besides the 1,071 permanently settled estates, there are 72
estates of which Government is the proprictor, 53 with a demand
of Rs. 800 being temporarily settled estates, while 19 with a
demand of Rs. 1,000 are under direct management. The former
are mostly petty cstates formed out of the surplus road-side
land along the Raniganj-Midnapore road. The latter include
certain town Khas mahals and are also unimportant propertics,
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which have been bought in by Government at sales for arrcars
of revenue.

TENURES
The tenures of Bankurd consist of propcr'lics hgld under the
zamindars and comprise {a) patnf taluks, with thmr_su?ordmate
ténurcs called darpatnt and scpatni, (B) mukarran lu]qks; ((,)_
jstimrarf taluks, and (d) jjarasincluding daryéras and zar-i-peshgl
jjards. The following is a bricf description of cach of these
tenures. '

PATNI TENURES

It has been alrcady mentioned that the R§ji of Bishm‘lpur’s f:sfatg
became broken up towards the cr}d of thc 18th ccn.tLtnr‘)-:dart;
that in 1806 a considerable portion of it was pu‘rchdhc"[);
the Mahdardja of Burdwan, who gradually b?.cumc th‘«,‘ p.r(j.pm,. 0
of four of the most important estates in the (\Jlsm’cht;l \/1(7),n
Bishnupur, Barahazari, Karisundﬁ., and the Junglp Ma ‘d .4'1>d
thesc estatecs coming into his posscssion, hp ] (trca:,‘
under-tenures, known as patnitdluks, similar to l.hos'e‘ in czlslcntc,f_
on his large cstates in Burdwﬂq and'olhc.r dxsmc‘ts.bl [ia nq
tenure is, in cffect, a leasc which bm.ds its holdfr ) t(ai.lrmd
and conditions similar to those by whnc@ a superior lan‘ or
is bound to the State. By Regulation XL[Y of 1793 the prorfilf:(llprs
of estates were allowed to grant lcases (0}' a period n‘ot‘e'xcu,’ ng
10 years, but this provision was rcscnr}dcd by 50911;);1 2 0C
Regulation V of 1812; whilc by Regulation XVH'I otlt' e M?:,r
year proprietors were dcclarcd.compctent to gra\r}inccxl:sc;sg o
any period even in perpetuity. Finally, Regulation: 1 0( (}P :
known as the Patni Sale Law, dccl.arcd. the vz}hduy 0 _l L;SL,
permancnt tenures, defined the relative rights Qt the zammd’drs
and their subordinate patnf talukdars, and _cslabh.shcd a sumtnd;):
process for the sale of such tenures in satisfaction Ql the
zamindar's demand of rent. It also legalized under-letting on
similar terms by patnidars and othcrs.

Since the passing of the PanT Sale Law, this form of tenure -

has been very popular with Zuandﬁrﬁ who wish to dw%:st
themsclves of the direct management of their property, or part
of it, or who wish to raise moncy in the shape f)[ a k()l(:nus.
It may be described as a tunure created by the zaminddr to
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be held by the lessee and his
a rent fixed in perpetuity, subj
on sale of the parent estate for

heirs or transferees for ever at
ect to the liability of annulment
arrears ol Government revenue,
unless protected against the rights exercisable by auction
purchasers by common or special registry, as prescribed by
sections 37 and 39 of Act XJ of 1859. The ten:

upon to fumnish collatera] security for the rent and for his conduct

generally, or he is excused from this obligation at the zamindir’s
discretion.

Under-tenures created by patnidars are called darpatni, and

those created by darpatnidars are called sepatnitenures. These
under-tenures are, like

the parent tenures, permanent,
transferable and heritable; and have generally the same rights,
privileges, and responsibilities attached to them. They are usually
granted on payment of a bonus. Section 13 of Regulation VIII
of 1819 provides rules for staying the salc of a patni, if it
takes place owing to the intentiona] withholding of payment
of rent by the patnidar with: the object of ruining his subordinate
tenure-holders. In such cascs, the under-tenants are allowed
the means of saving the patni tenure and their own under- tenures,
by paying into the Collector’s office the advertized balance due
to the zaminddr. The patni tenurc so preserved forms the
necessary security o the depositors, who have a lien on it in
the same manner as if the loan had been made upon mortgage.
The depositors may then apply to the Collector for oblaining
immediate possession of the defaulter’s tenure ; and the dcfaulter
will not recover his tenure, “except upon repayment of the entire
sum advanced, with interest at the rate of 12 per cent per annum
up to the date of possession having been given, or upon exhibiting
proof, in a regular suit to be instituted for the purpose, that
the full amount so advanced, with intcrest, has been realized
from the usufruct of the tenure”’,

SHIKMI TENURES

Shikmf tenures are a class of tenures of peculiar nature, created
by Government at the settlement of resumed 13khirdj villages.
During the investigations which were made into the validity of
the rent-free tenure of the district, scveral villages were
discovered to be held under invalid [akhiraj grants. They were
resumed; and in the course of the measurement and assessment
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’ i iminary to the sctllcmgnt of the
O lages by Ge :r(x)\lr(:\lgr%ts [;::(\:/]el:rrr"dl]nsrrr{all lakhirdj holdmgsd whcrie;
e rsc w re separ’atcly measured and assessed, and t tic
found_. These we called upon to enter into a sclllemcm o? e
pfoprlctc_)fsi'“;?fzs was observed in the settlement of 1}‘1.e‘ Ll’itlc
ilag PHHLIIF Elc asse‘ts being allowed to them as prohtl;,tcfo.;
e ken as the revenue due 1o Gov.crnmcnt.l_l uag or
e ha'lf . c'ke the proprictor of the entire mth.d w‘; o
Conv'emcnc’e }Sxd séttlement entrusted with the collection (zcem
e anses due feom his shikmiddrs and was ullowe.d 10 pf:mncc
rev?;x‘: ?:f)l(li:cetiorns as his remuncration. ’I;lhus car:l\? Omcl;c; SZ;; ence
e als, ¢ [ which is paid t .
Ay mahalittgres rg’gfg;evi(l)lage in which they aresltuavlvcz:iﬁ
NN pr0 Paﬂ shikmidir is that of a tenure-holder e
N S'mms (Zl tran;ferablc rights ; the Gove.mmcnt revcn‘u?n[;m
hcredltaf)’ i din ~erpetuity, and is not subject to enha?c(,;: 1 .Ct.
bill't]}(lerflt liilrt:i rrlxajf') be found in almost every part of the dis rict.
Shikmite s

MUKARRARI TENURES ly existing in Bankurd were
1T 1 es [ormerly -
mukarrarf tenures : A\ and the mukarrarf
’Ih‘e IOl:ll abolished at the decennial settlement, dr}rdht)l';e ot
rt‘glirk)sl subscquently created arc nolhnume.r[(:tl: cngz{gemcnls by
‘ ORI ed in the writte ’
, inite rights expressc , sified that they shall
hayehdgiéﬂ are %}r\cated. It is generally specif ied lzr‘:}ﬁancgmcm-
Whl; cdit)zllry and their rents arc npl SUPJ‘?“ IEO the Persian
e the na’mc mukarrari, which is dcrl‘vcd ro;\ o et
Henoe ;aning fixed. At the crcation of a muxari
kardr, m . R
the lessce pays a bonus or bqldml. 4 are created
Darmukarraifs are subordinate to mulxalnalz),f " Fixed nature,
1dd esCtenures arc aiso ' .

: the mukarraridar. These - « of the supecrior
> dl}:;c?igllts of the lessee are the same as those O[t)qnnukgrrali
anId mubkarraridar, who created the lenuﬁc. k‘ra

older or ’ S ar in Binkurd.
}tlcnures however, are very few in number in

k4

ISTIMRARI TENURES s found in

Istimrari Taluks also are not numerous. All 'l_hosc Ofrozsmcs
e ¢ said to have been created by proprietors ob ilcges

sonkurd are S‘nhc decennial settlement. The rights _dr_\d_pnvl (% a

subs.equc‘rll‘_l;_‘” are similar to those of mukarraridars, L~m1ion
gf )S“msm;ljs:I;aid by the tenant at the lime of thc execu
onus is als
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e. Daristi - ..
degree, : nsUmrari luks, or istimraris of
, are rare. stimrarns of the second

DARAS

Th N
€ status of jjaradars, or farmers

dar-ijaradars, differs widely from tha and of their subordinate

term; and on | R
’ s expiry, the 7jdrddar
If the latter j Y, the [jaradar is not enyi
r i o $ entitle

debarred I’ror: not specifically, by the Condiu'ol,l::d ;ohrcncwal.
a dar-jjara tcn:;ia“:;f:a{] under-tenure, he occasionu]lylscrlsdlse’

; ; erm of which A ates
longer than that of his own leuase hich cannot, of course, be

a lease granted i . S A zar-i-peshet jiars
may be %;rum(;(jj lfn consideration of an advm{lc :‘f‘l ard, te.,
terminable on CC(;;?" unspecified term of years Ezncy.dh

Crtain - conditions 7 made
mortgaged as sceuri ns, c.g., when .

S 8 ; t=33] a el o
mortgagee has rzcg(x)nl‘) for a loan. The (erm CXDircng \;;l:llu Is
the proceeds of th :/chd the amount of debt and inicrﬁ Ln.- the
in this part of thc"cgzorl)crly. Such leases are much i;Sl\lomm

; p . n ry, where o n v gUC
8IVe & zar-i-pesher iimes mf o, cre cven the cultivators of

I-peshgl ijard of their lands 1o the villanlcvj&l/lmls 0 e

=] andjans.

e o 5 TENANT'S HOLDINGS
The ird class of tenurcs co
cultivators, which compriS.c (c
(¢) mukarrar and mauras:' & ;
{e) bhag jor. e

nsists of lands held b

St nds dctug
)‘_Jamu or jot, (b) miéc};i _/:l’::;l
ma, (d) kortd and darkor!3, und’

JAMA OR JOT

are now gove . . \
governed by the Bengal Tenancy Act VHI‘ ;‘{Ll;z;t‘g
’ Q0.
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as amended by Act I of 1907. In practice, a jamda is divided
into as many parts as suit the convenience of the ryots who
hold it, and the total rent contributed by the different holders
thereof is paid by one of them 1o the gumashta or rent-collector.

MIADI JAMA

The term middi jama is applied to
with only a temporary interest in hi
a fixed term of years under a pdidor leasc.

the holding of a cultivator
s land, which he holds for

BHAG JOT
Holdings for which the tenant pay

as rent are known as bhag jot.
rent payment has already been given in Chap

s a share {bhag) of the produce
An account of this system of
ter VIL

JANGALBURT JAMA
When waste lands are leased out for the purposc of being cleared
of jungle and brought under cultivation, the tenure is known
by the name of Jjangalburi. Such lands arc generally assesscd
at progressive rates of rent, payable after a certain number of
years, during which no rent is paid. There used to be large
tracts of waste land on which s/ timber grew in abundance;
but most of these jungle tracts have now been reclaimed and
brought under the plough. Several zamindars and talukdars have
leased out a few of their jungle lands at a small annual rent,
and others retain them in their immediate possession.

NAYABADI

A tenure of a similar kind is
is crcated by a sanad gran

that known as nayabadi. This tenurc
ted by the zaminddr or talukdar to

a person intending to clear and scttle on waste land. The tenant
is cmpowered by the grant Lo bring land under cultivation within
certain. fixed boundaries and is remunerated either by a gift
of a special portion of the land rent-frec or by deducting a
regular proportion from the rent of the entire tenure.

JALSASAN
Another tenure called jalsdsan is designed to encourage the
permancnt improvement of land, i.c., a tenant obtains a grant
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of a fixed quantity of land either rent-frec or at a small quit-rent
on condition that he constructs tanks and reservoirs from which
that and other lands can be irrigated.

DAKHALDARI

Another peculiar tenure called dakhaldari is found only in
pargana Simlapal in thana Raipur. The holder of the tenure has

a right of occupancy, but the rent of the tenure is regarded
as liable to enhancement.

MUKARRART AND MAURASI JAMA

Some cultivators hold land under leascs called mukarrarf and
maurasi, the chief stipulations of which arc that the rentis subject
neither to enhancement nor abatement, and that the tenure
descends from father to son. These lcascs arc generally granted
on the payment of a bonus or sa/imr by the tenant.

KORFA AND DARKORFA

A sub-ryoti tenure subordinate to that held by an ordinary
cultivator is called korfa. Korf3 tenurcs are generally created
verbally, and in some cases there are also darkorfadars, or ryots
holding under korfadars.

SERVICE TENURES

The fourth class of tenures consists of lands held either entirely
rent-free  (be-panchak), or liable to g nominal - quit-rent
(panchak). Such tenures were formerly very numecrous in the
district. How numerous and varied they were may be gathered
from a letter written in 1845 by the Raja of Bishnupur to the
Judge of Bankura, in which he gave the following list and
description of the various panchaki mahals which existed in the
territory of his ancestor: (1) Sendpati mahal— panchak paid
for service lands held by the commanding officers of the army.
(2) Mahal-bera mahal— panchak paid for service lands held
by the guards of the Bishnupur fort. (3) Chharidari mahal—
panchak paid {or service lands held by the R3ja’s mace-bearers.
(4) Bakshi mahal— panchak paid for service lands held by
bakshis or military paymasters. (S) Kashtha-bhandar mahal—
panchak paid for service lands held by the suppliers
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of fuel for the RAjIs polece 0 S e norvants of the
piil}fhak‘iagls fl?lmréijz;;m’lfhi‘grr‘n;tgﬁrs, namhatds, goraits, etc. (7)
e Sl:];a'l— panchal’( paid for service lands held by the cotm_
ffrf?éi:ljs 'of the Raja, such as the dhwan, ctc. (8;1 ToprI::grnsa
hal— panchak paid for service lands hc'ld by the %19](] b.
Ig‘; Dom mahal— panchak paid for scrvnc_e lands hck aig
Eirummers and musicians. (10) Kéhérﬁn mahaL;qf_e;gE;]ahgl_
for service lands held by palanquin bearers. (1 l'): ad i maha! -
hak paid for service lands hel_d by (_:oolu,s an Jabourers
oe v king in the fort. (12) Hatila mahal— pancl}a pai for
o WOT c;ffrgnarkcts at Bishnupur. (13) Bc-tala.bl'mahal— panc a
;)ha?cinfzsr lands granted by the Raja for charitable and religious
urposecs. '
’ ’?;c majority of thesc tenures ha\ie _bcgn_ .abohshcsdzf‘:)g :t}:ﬁ
Mahidraja of Burdwan; but panchaki lakhtrf'y lc‘nurcf,er\/ice s
to be found in pargana Bishnupur, whcrc_ E_crt?lgisshnu e and
rent-free panchakT lands granted py thc R3ja _oh ishn gsome
ligi urposes have not been mterfc'rcd with, g ie ne
rfhg}(‘):slfnd% have lapsed to the propriclor o.t the csta x
ft??l((l'cccasekof the servants who formgrly cnjoyfc'd tl};]c;mﬁwSl
other service Lenutes Wil B e decrined above. The
impoll;t_icl;.l_t‘_ :hrz?krg:ﬁar‘g]sd.li‘.v:jthe lands held by village chaukidars
'Cha'u*l dlf] wages have also been resumed and tranlsft_‘,vrrcd.to
Pl o dﬁrsngr;dcr Act VI (B.C.) of 1870. the chauk_zdars bcwg
1ht’; Zat}mn 1ﬁc chaukidari tax. A few other intcrgstmg service
Fc?riﬂregozi:e still left, such as simanadari, jtmamdar (or mandali),
khorposh and hikimal tenurcs.

SIMANADARI -
. © oh s
Simanadars are a body of men who do the work ?fl chéu;]rx‘lcliiacru
. . an .
i as alpur, and have grants o i
in thanas Indds and Kota ; grants of LA 0 e
c se L ¢ being resumed and sett! ‘
of wages. These lands ar ’ : fod v e
ndad > simdnddars being left in posses
zaminddrs, the simanadars Lin pos: ’
holdings as occupancy ryots under the zaminddrs concerned

ITMAMDAR] OR MANDALI

The itmamdari or mandall tenure exists only_in_ t}}rchwr(‘:;grex;
portion of the district in thanas Raipur and Khitrd. The




158 BANKURA

of the tenure performs the duties of a gumdashtd or collector
of rents and holds a grant of land in licu of wages, acquiring
an hereditary occupancy right in the land.

KHORPOSH

The grants given by a zamindar to the members of his family
for their maintenance are called khorposh tenures. In some
instances such tenures revert to the original grantor or his heirs
on the death of the grantee, and in others they are hereditary.

HIKIMALI

Hikimali is a term applicd to a grant of land assigned for the
maintenance of the hikim or second brother of a Riji or .
zaminddr. On the death of the latter, the second brother of
his successor takes up the name and the ladd. A hikimalf tenure
is thus dependent on the life of the Rijd or zamindar and not
of the tenurc-holder himsclf.

RENT FREE TENURES

Rent-free tenures form the fith and last class of landed estates
in Bankura district. Several varietics of this tenure exist, but
nonc prevail to any considerable extent. Lands granted for
religious purposes, such as brahmottar, sivottar, debottar, etc.,
by Hindus, and prrottar, chirdgan, cic., by Muhammadans, are
found in many villages. Besides these, there are several other
rent-free tenures granted for charitable purposes, and numerous
small rent-free holdings, which do not appear to thC been
assigned for any special purpose.

Rent-free tenure-holders have several classes of ryots directly
under them. and in some cases middlemen, gencrally
mukarraridars or tdlukdars, to whom the ryots holding or
cultivating the said lands pay their renl. Some proprictors of
small rent-free holdings are simple cultivators, who either
cultivate their rent-free lands themselves or sub-let them.




